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Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea 

Regular Meeting – August 24, 2020 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

The Borough Clerk read the following statement: 

 

This is a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea 

and notice of time, date and place has been transmitted to the area newspapers, Avon Board of 

Education, Avon Public Library and the Avon Post Office in compliance with the rules and 

regulations of the Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting is conducted by means of 

communications equipment only, unless otherwise directed by state or local emergency 

management or health officials, consistent with Executive Order 103 (Murphy 392020). The 

public is directed to the Borough website at avonbytheseanj.com for information regarding 

phone access to the meeting.  The public is asked to please mute their phones by either pressing 

the mute button on your phone or by pressing *6.  The public will be allowed to unmute their 

phone either by disabling the mute on their phone or by pressing *6 for the public portion of the 

meeting. 

 

Work Shop 

 

Mayor Bonanno spoke about the Monmouth County CARES Program that offers help to small 

businesses affected by COVID.  The borough had sent letters to all of Avon’s businesses at the 

beginning of August to let them know about the program. 

 

Thea Kratochvil, Municipal Clerk, gave an overview of the voting process for this year’s 

presidential election.  Most of the voting will be done by mail in ballot only or provisional voting 

here at borough hall the day of the election.  Monmouth County Board of Elections will have the 

mail in ballots on or before October 5th, with a postage paid return envelope.  Residents may mail 

in, drop in a county drop box, bring to the Monmouth County Board of Elections, or hand deliver 

to their polling place the day of the elections.  This is pursuant to Governor Murphy’s executive 

order 177. 

 

Kerry McGuigan, Administrator, reminded residents that political signs are not allowed until 14 

days before the election nor are they allowed in the borough right of way.  There have been 

several up in town already for both Democratic and Republican candidates.   

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mahon, seconded by Mayor Bonanno that the minutes of the regular 

meeting of August 10, 2020 be approved as written. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

Mayor Bonanno announced that this is the time advertised for second reading and hearing on 

Ordinance No. 15-2020 entitled: 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF AVON-BY-THE-SEA, 

AMENDMENT TO BOROUGH CODE 

CHAPTER §50-1 et seq. “BEACH UTILITY” 

 

§50-1. Established; budget responsibilities. 

 

A. Pursuant to the Local Budget Law, namely N.J.S.A. 40A:4-1 et seq., a Beach Utility is 

hereby created and established in the Borough of Avon-by-the-Sea for the purposes of collecting 

expenses, both direct and indirect, and revenue data with regard to the operation, maintenance 

and improvement of the beach, boardwalk and related facilities and shall be known and cited as 

"The Beach Utility of the Borough of Avon-by-the-Sea." 
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B. The Beach Utility budget shall set forth the anticipated revenues from the operation 

thereof which shall be set forth in a separate section of the budget. 

 

C. The Beach Utility budget shall set forth the appropriations and shall include, as a 

minimum: 

 

 (1)  Operations; 

 

 (2)  Interest and debt retirement; 

 

 (3)  Deferred charges and statutory expenditures. 

 

D. The appropriate Borough officials and employees are directed, empowered and shall 

adopt accounting procedures consistent with this chapter and the aforesaid statutes in the creation 

and operation of the Beach Utility. 

 

§50-2. Membership and powers. 

 

A. The membership of the Beach Utility shall consist of the three (3) Borough 

Commissioners who shall supervise and control the Utility and shall have the power to identify, 

collect, budget, report and monitor all expenses and revenues in connection with the operation, 

maintenance and improvement of the beach, boardwalk and related facilities of the Beach Utility. 

 

B. All appropriations in the Beach Utility budget shall be under the direction of the three (3) 

Borough Commissioners as outlined in the regular municipal budget. 

 

C. Nothing herein shall be construed to alter, modify or eliminate any of the responsibilities 

or powers of the three (3) Borough Commissioners with respect to the operation, maintenance, 

improvement and management of the departments, nor are any of the organizational reporting 

relationships intended to be altered, modified or amended. 

 

§50-3. Dedication of revenues. 

 

The Borough of Avon-by-the-Sea hereby dedicates all revenues derived from the sale of beach 

badges to liquidate all sums borrowed in connection with the Beach Utility operation after 

payment of all expenses directly and indirectly chargeable to the operation, maintenance and 

support of the beach, boardwalk and related facilities. All income and expenses shall be kept 

separate and apart from the local municipal budget and shall be deposited in a separate Beach 

Utility Fund for the purposes identified herein as provided in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-33 et seq. 

 

§50-4. Operation and conduct. 

 

All matters with respect to the operation and conduct of the Beach Utility not determined by this 

chapter shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted. 

 

Mayor Bonanno made a motion to table the ordinance stating that while he was comfortable that 

the borough could change the fees by resolution legally, resolutions do not require two readings 

and publication to notify the residents as ordinances do.  He would like to be able to give the 

residents a chance to give their input on the fees.  There was no second, motion not carried. 

 

Mayor Bonanno asked if anyone would like to be heard on the ordinance.  No public comment. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mahon, seconded by Commissioner Magrini that the above Ordinance 

No. 15-2020 be approved on second reading and its passage published in a newspaper as 

required by law. 

Aye: Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

No: Mayor Bonanno 
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Mayor Bonanno announced that this is the time advertised for second reading and hearing on 

Ordinance No. 16-2020 entitled: 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF AVON BY THE SEA, 

COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEWJERSEY AMENDING 

AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

AVON-BY-THE-SEA, AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER §64-7 

BEACHES OF BOROUGH CODE 

 

Chapter 64 – Beaches – of the Borough Code is amended as follows:  

 

§64-7.  Fees for Badges  

 

A. The fees for identification badges shall be established annually by Resolution of the 

Board of Commissioners.  

 

Mayor Bonanno asked if anyone would like to be heard on the ordinance.  No public comment. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mahon, seconded by Commissioner Magrini that the above Ordinance 

No. 16-2020 be approved on second reading and its passage published in a newspaper as 

required by law. 

Aye:  Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

No:  Mayor Bonanno 

 

Resolution No. 84 offered by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Mahon recognizing 

September as Hunger Action Month. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

 WHEREAS, hunger and poverty are issues of grave concern in the United States, the 

State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Avon-By-The-Sea is committed to taking steps to raise awareness about the 

need to combat hunger; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Avon-By-The-Sea is committed to working with Fulfill, formerly The 

FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties, to educate people about the role and importance 

of food banks in addressing hunger and to devote more resources and attention to hunger issues; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, more than 215,000 individuals in Monmouth and Ocean Counties now rely 

on food provided by Fulfill and its partners since the beginning of the pandemic; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the unemployment level is the highest it has ever been in the history if the 

State and the poverty level for a family of four is $25,465 and 9.5% of families live below that 

level; and  

 

 WHEREAS, since March 13th, 2020, Fulfill has provided 1,986,909 meals including 

16,000 more meals per day than the year before and 903,984 of those meals were provided to 

Monmouth County residents; and 

 

 WHEREAS, due to the pandemic, one (1) in every six (6) people in Monmouth and 

Ocean Counties received “emergency” food from Fulfill and their network of food pantries, soup 

kitchens, shelters and other community organizations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, food banks across the country, including Fulfill, will host numerous events 

throughout the month of September to bring awareness and attention to encourage involvement 

in efforts to end hunger in their local community. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Mayor and Commissioners of the 

Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea, County of Ocean, State of New Jersey do hereby recognize 

September, as HUNGER ACTION MONTH in the Borough, and call this observance to the 

attention of its citizens. 
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The Mayor and Commissioners discussed how important food banks are, especially now during 

the pandemic with people out of work.  They hope to hold a food drive in Avon at the end of 

September to help contribute to the work that Fulfill is doing. 

 

Resolution No. 85 offered by Commissioner Magrini, seconded by Commissioner Mahon 

authorizing cancelation of one unit of record from the water and sewer account of Block 14 Lot 3 

with an effective date of January 1, 2020. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

 WHEREAS, Block 14 Lot 3, assessed to Miele, Joseph L III, is currently being billed for 

two units of water and sewer and,  

 

 WHEREAS, the owner has converted the property to one unit and has provided the 

Borough with a notarized letter stating he understands the property cannot be converted back to 

two units in the future.   

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Avon-by-the-Sea, that the Tax Collector be and is hereby authorized to cancel one unit of record 

from the water and sewer account of Block 14 Lot 3 with an effective date of January 1, 2020 

and cancel water charges in the amount of $175.00 and sewer charges in the amount of $175.00 

for a total of $350.00. 

 

RESOLUTION No. 86 offered by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Mahon allowing 

beaches to remain open and staffed two additional weekends in September, 2020. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners that in accordance with Chapter 64, 

Section 64-1 of the Code of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea, the following dates will apply for 

2020: 

 

 Designated beaches will be open the weekends of: 

 

  September 12th 

  September 19th 

    

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the beachfront shall remain open between the hours 

of 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.   

 

The Mayor and Commissioners discussed that the beach would have staff present during those 

weekends including extra police officers.  A season or daily badge will be required on those 

weekends to get on the beach.  They had discussed having the beaches open during the week as 

well however they could not staff them. 

 

RESOLUTION No. 87 offered by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Mahon 

designating specific beaches to be open the weekend of September 12th and the weekend of 

September 19th, 2020. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners that in accordance with Chapter 64, 

Section 64-3 of the Code of the Borough of Avon-By-The-Sea, the following protected waters 

and beaches and no others are hereby designated for bathing and swimming.   

 

1.  Norwood Avenue Beach 

 

2.  Sylvania Avenue Beach 

 

3.  Washington Avenue Beach 

 

4. Woodland Avenue Beach (for surfing and/or swimming, at the discretion of the 

Beachfront Supervisor or in his absence, the Chief Lifeguard). 
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The Mayor and Commissioners discussed that there would be no swimming at the East End 

Avenue or the Garfield Avenue beaches due to lack of staff. 

 

Motion by Commissioner Mahon, seconded by Commissioner Magrini that the bills in the 

amount of $657,547.17 be approved for payment. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

Mayor Bonanno asked Mrs. McGuigan how far behind the beach was in revenue this year 

compared to last year.  Mrs. McGuigan stated the borough was $263,390 in arears for beach 

badge sales this year.  

 

Mayor Bonanno asked if anyone from the public would like to be heard. 

 

Marie Kenny, 207 Norwood Ave., asked how much the pool was in arrears.  Mayor Bonanno 

stated it was approximately $39,000 behind.  Ms. Kenny asked if there was a plan to make up the 

revenue.  Commissioner Mahon stated that would be something the borough would need to 

address in next year’s budget. 

 

Rich Monahan, 414 Woodland Ave., wanted to thank Public Works and the Avon Police 

Department for doing such a great job during the storm a couple of weeks ago.   

 

Motion by Mayor Bonanno, seconded by Commissioner Magrini that being there is no further 

business, the meeting is adjourned. 

Aye:  Mayor Bonanno, Commissioner Mahon, Commissioner Magrini 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Thea Kratochvil 

Acting Municipal Clerk 

Avon-By-The-Sea 

 


